
Chris Chantler

Born in England and raised in Southeast Asia, Chris Chantler offers an inherent perspective on the world of coffee and 
tea. Educated at the United World College in Singapore and Stan-Bridge Earls in the U.K., Chantler attended the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Stout receiving his Bachelor of Science in Business and Hotel Management.

Lured to Boston, Massachusetts after university to work Stouffer Hotels and Resorts, Chantler quickly worked his way 
to Director of Catering, during which time he befriended Craig Arseneau, his future business partner. Chantler’s interna-
tional background and expert knowledge of hotel food and beverage caught the attention of the Westin Hotel on Copley 
Place who hired him as the Assistant Director of Catering.

With his formal beverage and hotel background and his cultural heritage steeped in tea, Chantler with his partner Craig 
Arseneau decided to turn their passion into a company and a lifestyle. Leaving the frantic corporate life for the Colorado 
Rockies in 1989, the duo founded the The Daily Grind Coffee Company in Vail, Colorado. While opening six coffee 
houses in a four year period, the need for a premium coffee roaster quickly became evident.

Filling the void in 1993, the partners founded Vail Mountain Coffee Roasters; with its immediate resonation, the coffee 
houses were eventually sold in 1997 to allow total focus on building a leading, premium coffee roasting company. With 
the addition of tea to the product line in 1995, the company officially changed their name in 2002 to Vail Mountain 
Coffee & Tea.

Committed to quality of life and treading lightly on the environment, Chantler and Arseneau have spent two decades 
developing an extensive network of producer relationships around the globe. Over time their relationships evolved into a 
company “direct to farmer” model; ensuring sustainable and environmentally friendly farming practices, premium com-
pensation for the farmers and their workers and exceptional coffee and tea sources.

As Co-Founder, Chantler serves as the Vice President of Sales and Marketing and is a frequent lecturer and educator on 
coffee and tea.


